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Over the last 30 years, some of Muskoka’s finest
families have looked to Joe’s experience when
selecting or representing their Muskoka cottage
properties. Joe’s commitment to his clients remains
rooted in the unwavering integrity that built his
reputation as one of Muskoka’s pre-eminent Big-
Lakes realtors. The recipient of the Chestnut Park

le]=XeNININ

Sales Representative, SRES, ABR

Chairman’s Award for more than two decades, Joe
has also received multiple Director’s and President’s
Awards. But these personal successes only serve

as a reflection of his steadfast dedication and
commitment to the individual successes of each of
his clients. If youre planning to buy or sell call Joe
for a market report or a property evaluation.

Check out Lake Rosseau s Finest Private Island
in the Venita Group of Islands with over 2,500’
of frontage & 7 acres of mature pine trees &
Muskoka granite. Featured on page 18.

Joe Quinn ¢ 705-644-3015 e jquinn@muskoka.com
WWW.MUSKOKACOTTAGES.COM

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers already under contract.
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Your Muskoka Leon’s stores in Bracebridge and Huntsville carry the
region’s largest inventory of trusted Sealy bedding, a brand you can
depend on for reliable performance at affordable prices.

@ SLEEP EXPERTS

@ 30-DAY LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE

Visit Leons.ca for details

With over 24 models to choose from, your comfort is assured with our
exclusive 200 NIGHT SLEEP GUARANTEE on a model that suits your
budget and style. Sealy mattress starting at $249 and adjustable bases

e 200-NIGHT COMFORT GUARANTEE
with mattresses starting at $999.

(with qualifying mattress protector purchase).

Bracebridge Huntsville
6 Robert Dollar Drive 67 Silverwood Drive
Bracebridge, ON P1L 1P9 Huntsville, ON P1H 2K2
Telephone: (705) 645-2279 Telephone: (705) 789-5589
HIUERETES , LEONS.CA
v That's R lar Hours:

eons comfortable. egula ) ours:

Mon - Fri ~ 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM  Sunday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Saturday  9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
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0F & WASAN ISLAND

For a quarter century, groups of international experts, leaders
and professionals arrived at Wasan Island to focus on making
the planet a more peaceful place. Though the conferences
hosted by Germany’s Breuninger Foundation have ceased, the

innovative ideas generated there still resonate globally.

BY PATTI VIPOND
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n the early 1980s, Helga Breuninger,

co-founder with her father Heinz of

the non-profit Breuninger Foundation,
travelled from Germany to stay at a friend’s
cottage in Muskoka. As many have, she fell
in love with the area.

Breuninger immediately bought a cottage
with a stunning sunset view on Fairylands
Island on Lake Rosseau. However, the
property lacked even a glimpse of sunrise.

il il il
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Breuninger knew owning an entire island
would give access to both prospects.

That’s where historic Wasan Island enters
the story.

Located in the Venetian Island group
on Lake Rosseau, six-acre Wasan Island
had been a local landmark for generations
with its tall vintage Grey Boathouse.
Some say the island once belonged to the
first president of the Muskoka Steamship

Company. There’s also a rumour that Clark
Gable and Carole Lombard stayed in one
of the island’s intimate cabins on their
honeymoon.

Breuninger purchased the property
in 1985 as a family cottage compound.
Existing structures on the forested island
included the main cottage, Grey Boathouse,
Green Boathouse, a guest cottage and a
bunkie.

MUSKOKA LIFE SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2025 19
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“When Helga bought the island, the
Grey Boathouse’s wood was totally rotten,”
said Hann, managing director at the
Breuninger Foundation. “The contractor
said the smartest thing would be to take it
down and rebuild. Helga said no way. We
invested in a renovation in the later 1980s,
keeping the original style. Afterwards,
she got messages from fellow cottagers
thanking her for keeping their childhood
memories alive. The buildings on the island
were fairly worn down when Helga bought
Wasan. She brought the buildings back to
their natural beauty.”

Wasan Island fulfilled the role of
Breuninger family cottage and quiet retreat
for a busy executive for about 15 years.

Meanwhile Hann, invited by Breuninger,
came to Muskoka in 1997 to experience
Wasan Island. The property’s effect on him
was life changing.

“I was blown away, just loved it,” said
Hann. “Somehow, when I set my foot on
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LADIES CHARITY VISIT
GOLF TOURNAMENT (MuskokaRegion.com

SWING FOR YOUR SISTERS Stay in the loop on important
TO SUPPORT YWCA MUSKOKA community updates.

Visit MuskokaRegion.com for the latest in
community news. Discover what you need to
know about what’s going on in your community.
Stay in the loop on important community updates
and announcements. Find the best deals for area
businesses. All this and more can be found at
MuskokaRegion.com

Want to stay in touch?
Get our free newsletters
delivered right to your
inbox.

Sign up for one of our great newsletters including

Morning or Evening headlines, Things to Do, and the rock at the Grey Boathouse it felt like
Proceeds go to: Public Recall alerts.

_ home. At the time, Helga’s kids had grown
V YWCA Muskokzggg?fnfzgxii:\xsletters up and she felt it was time to sell. We sat
‘ by the fireplace one night talking about

O it. I didn’t think she should sell because
- metroland Wasan Island was such a special place. I
: said, “‘What if we get the people you are
working with together at a place like this?’
Back then, we usually went to city hotels
or conference halls for our think tanks. But
what if we started the day with yoga, had

simple accommodations, provided good

food, and after the daytime work we spent

C U S TOM C A B IN ETS LTD : evenings in further conversation by the

More info and register
at ywcamuskoka.com/golf
705-645-9827

fireplace? At breaks, people could swim or
go canoeing. Helga, who is a very creative
and inspired person, said ‘If you'll take it
on, let’s do it!" I said yes, but had no idea
what I was getting into.”

This initiative was based on Breuninger’s
desire to bring her heritage as the great
granddaughter of the founder of Germany’s
renowned Breuninger’s department stores
into a foundation. This would give back
some of her privilege through non-profit
work in education and research.

The first Breuninger Foundation
conference on Wasan was in 1999. However,
additional accommodation and meeting
spaces were under construction during
the spring and fall. All of these additional
structures remain on the island today.

Kil'chens ° quh rooms ® Bars Hidden away in the woods, the pavilion
Storage ® Custom Closets ® Outdoor Kitchens was the first build. A large multi-purpose

www.muskokacustomcabinets.com ¢ 705-687-2499 space for groups, it was designed for
100 PROGRESS ROAD, GRAVENHURST ON

|
—
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morning yoga and daily meetings as well as
celebrations and concerts. The 1,997-square-
foot pavilion contains a conference room,
kitchen, bedroom and two bathrooms.

Hann worried great thinkers and
renowned guests invited to the inaugural
summer session wouldn’t want to share the
eight guest rooms. But the feedback was
full of gratitude from people who loved the
experience.

“We didn’t even have proper programs,”
said Hann. “"We started with a few groups
of people that we wanted to work with or

24 MUSKOKA LIFE SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2025

had already worked with. It turned out to
be awesome.”

As a non-profit, the Foundation didn’t
have a budget for expensive buildings.
Older  structures  were  refurbished
with a balance between making guests
comfortable and staying on budget. Larger
buildings were kept simple in design.

With a growing number of groups
interested in experiencing Wasan Island,
the three-storey lodge was built in 2007.
With six guest rooms on the first and second
floors, the total number of guest rooms rose
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Z READY Pre-finished tongue
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Ready Pine is the fast and convenient way to install your pre-finished
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Pre-finished panels No more messes Easy installation (51 9) 66 9 = 8 83 o

www.readypine.com gz

INDOOR « OUTDOOR o LANDSCAPE

See Our Website for Our Full List of Suppliers
HINKLEY | MODERN FORMS | KICHLER | VISUAL COMFORT | SAVOY HOUSE | KUZCO and more!

MuskokaLichtingCompany

50 Howland Drive, Unit 2, Huntsville ON  705.784.0676 muskokalighting.com
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to 16 to accommodate up to 22 guests.
The third floor of the 4,800-square-foot
lodge houses a massive kitchen and

dining area, an expansive covered
outdoor patio and a cozy sitting area. A
laundry and workshop are also on the
first floor.

“It’s likely one of the largest kitchens
in Muskoka because we wanted room
to be able to cook together and make
meals,” said Hann. “Sharing and
preparing food is a great activity for
groups. But it turned out to be far more
convenient for great chefs to make
meals so people could focus on work.”

The 2,035-square-foot main cottage,
originally built in 1940 and rebuilt in
the late 1980s, has a living room with a
huge stone fireplace, sun porch, dining
room, kitchen, three bedrooms, two
bathrooms and a laundry.

Two new guest cabins supplemented
the existing 1960s single-bedroom Love
Cabin and Forest Cabin. The larger
1970s Guest Cabin has a living room,
four bedrooms, two bathrooms and
a kitchen. This cabin would become
housing for Hann and his four-person
team who did the enormous job of
maintaining the buildings as well as
bringing all supplies and people to and
from the island.

The Sunset and East docks were
added to give guests beautiful morning
and evening views. The Grey Boathouse,
built in 1930 and renovated in 1990, is an
entertainment hub with a second floor

IT’'S YOUR DREAM. OVER years of

custom homes
WE BRING IT TO LIFE. & cottages
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For more than 50 years, Tech Home Ltd. has
helped clients realize their vision of a beautiful &
uniquely personal custom home with
the highest quality and affordable pricing.

GTA DESIGN CENTRE

130 Konrad Cres,

Unit #18 | Markham, ON
L3R 0G5

905-479-9013

e,
a1 Tech Home Ltd.

www.techhomeltd.com
1-888-417-8761

rrl:x] MUSKOKA
BUILDERS

Proudly Serving
Muskoka / Georgian Bay / Haliburton
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lounge and recreation room with a pool and
ping pong tables. On the other side of the
island, the Green Boathouse, Breuninger’s
traditional and cozy residence, has a wet
slip for boats, a dry slip for canoes and
kayaks, and a dock with a hot tub. Upstairs,
living quarters contain a living room with
fireplace, a bedroom and bathroom.

Today, accommodation on Wasan Island
totals 21 bedrooms with 13 bathrooms and
about 10,000 square feet of living space in
cottages, cabins and other buildings. The
island’s 2,500 feet of natural shoreline
encompasses a gazebo, a hydro cabin with
electrical panels, and a network of walking
trails.

The history of the Breuninger Foundation
years on Wasan is found on the pavilion’s
Wall of Fame. Portraits of every group
invited to the island tell the story of the
almost 4,000 people who inhabited and
enlivened the place. Between 1999 and
2023, numerous conferences, think tanks
and non-profits ran every year from May
to September in collaboration with German
and Canadian foundations.

Deep discussions held on this small
island gave diverse groups the ability to
learn, lead and cooperate to find better

28 MUSKOKA LIFE SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2025
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HANN BELIEVES NATURE IS AN IMPORTANT CATALYST FOR INNOVATIVE THINKING.FERRYING

PEOPLE BY BOAT FROM THE MAINLAND TO THE ISLAND WAS ALMOST LIKE TRANSPORTING THEM TO
A MYSTICAL LAND WHERE THEY COULD LOOK AT THE WORLD FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE.

30 MUSKOKA LIFE SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2025




ways to create peace at local, national and
international levels.

“The joy of sharing the island to make a
difference in the world and to acknowledge
people’s work while connecting with them
inspired Helga,” said Hann. “To come to a
place like Wasan Island where like-minded
people really listen to your problems and
ideas about how to make a difference helped
many find a better way to do things.”

Hann believes nature is an important
catalyst for innovative thinking. Ferrying
people by boat from the mainland to the
island was almost like transporting them
to a mystical land where they could look at
the world from a different perspective. He
believes leaving something behind to find
something new is the true idea of retreat.

“I'havebeen reflecting on how we connect
to places,” he said. “Coming as a German
to Canada is wonderful because we love
Canada. Both countries have forests, rivers
and cities, but Canada is a thousand times
bigger. It's almost a romantic notion we
have about Canada.”

Through speaking with members of the
Wasauksing First Nation in Parry Sound,

Hann discovered an Indigenous connection
to Wasan Island. The Wasauksing elders
had memories of the Venetian Islands, and
specifically Wasan Island, being visited as a
place of retreat. Ceremonies were not held
at Indigenous settlements but at special
places of ritual energy:.

“Going to Wasan was a privilege for
them,” said Hann. “When you landed
on the island, you were retreating from
your world into a little continent where
you could centre on yourself. The idea of
ceremony or retreat, of hiding from the
world and creating new ideas or attitudes,
is done by following the tradition. I learned
the Indigenous quote, “‘We don’t own land,
land owns us.” I realized that’s what I've
always felt. We’re more stewards than
owners because land has a history and will
have a future beyond our impact.”

The Breuninger Foundation, which
bought the island in 2006, brought the
conferences on Wasan Island to a close in
2023 after the pandemic. However, inspired
by the work there, Breuninger found a way
to continue the initiative in Germany.

With Wasan listed for sale, Hann found it

\
BRACEBRIDGE @t' ROPANE

A Division of Georgian Bay Propane

Serving Muskoka & Parry Sound
Area For Over 75 Years

* RESIDENTIAL

* COMMERCIAL

* INDUSTRIAL

* CONSTRUCTION

PROPANE GAS
OPERATED
REFRIGERATORS

PILOT OPERATED
GAS RANGES

* Pilot Ignition System

* CGA Approved

* No Electricity
Required

* Easy Clean Oven

* Safe & Reliable

APPLIANCE SALES & SERVICE
Barbecue Cylinder & Auto
Propane Refill Service

(705)645=-4294
1-866-645-4294
228 Taylor Road, Bracebridge

TaA™

www.bracebridgepfopane.ca
11N
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difficult to let go of the island and the kind
of work done there. But he is enormously
grateful for the experience and for those
who shared it. He still receives messages
from people who say their time on the
island was life changing.

“My favourite comment from the
guestbook is, “We came as guests and left as
friends,”” said Hann. “We always wanted
to keep the atmosphere of a private cottage

on the island for our invited guests.” &

1 Wasan Island R40 on Lake Rosseau is
listed at $10,995,000 by Joe Quinn of Chestnut
Park Real Estate Brokerage, 110 Medora
St. in Port Carling. To arrange a tour of this
property or for more information, please call
Joe at 705-644-3015 (cell) or 705-765-6878
(office), email jquinn@muskoka.com, or go to
muskokacottages.com.
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OF MACKENZIE WATERS,

A PROMINENT TORONTO
ARCHITECT IN THE EARLY TO
MID 20TH CENTURY.

With its crisp white dormers and unique
roofline, the Grey Boathouse on Wasan
Island has been a defining feature of
Lake Rosseau’s southern Venetian Island
group for nearly a century.

Easily visible from the busy boating
route between Port Carling and Port
Sandfield, the boathouse is more than
just a handsome vintage structure. It's a
piece of Ontario’s architectural heritage
and Muskoka’s history.

The boathouse is believed to be the
work of Mackenzie Waters, a prominent
Toronto architect in the early to mid 20"
century. In 1933, he designed a lakeside
pavilion called The Deck at the Elgin
House Hotel on nearby Lake Joseph. The
possibility that Waters also designed
the Grey Boathouse is supported by a
record in his biography of another project
in Muskoka. The boathouse reflects the
architect’s skill for combining form and
function.

Known for his elegant neo-Georgian
and colonial revival designs, Waters was
also an early advocate for architectural
preservation, co-founding the Architectural
Conservancy of Ontario. His portfolio
also includes the 1928 Elizabethan-style
Ridpath’s store in Toronto.

Perhaps most notably, = Waters
collaborated in 1931 with Jack Ryrie
and the renowned Montreal firm Ross
& Macdonald in designing Maple Leaf
Gardens, Toronto’s Art Deco sports
palace. That same firm also styled some
of Canada’s most iconic landmarks
including the Royal York Hotel, Toronto’s
Union Station and Ottawa’s Chateau
Laurier.

The Grey Boathouse’'s image has
graced the pages of many books and
publications over the years, earning
its place in the district’'s cultural and
architectural legacy and the memories of
Muskoka cottagers. &
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CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

Visit ChestnutPark.com for our complete Portfolio of Listings

$19,950,000

FAWN ISLAND - A MUSKOKA MASTERPIECE

An exceptional private island Estate in coveted central Lake Joseph. This 2.5-acre family compound offers four separate
dwellings including a newer main lodge with a stunning great room and large Muskoka room for sunset dining, a modern
lakeside Glass House right on the sunrise point, a charming Canoe House guest apartment, and a two-storey two slip
boathouse with a great covered deck and guest quarters. The 4 slip boat collectors’ boathouse with vaulted timber frame
ceilings and 30+ft slips is perfect for displaying your fleet. Level land throughout with golf cart paths make island living a
breeze. Includes nearby Birch Islet and a private slip at Stills Bay Landing. Total privacy, and timeless Muskoka character.
Christopher Blair* 705.706.4128 Kate Slater* 705.706.5043

$12,995,000 $6,195,000
STUNNING WATERFRONT RETREAT ACTON ISLAND OASIS WASAN ISLAND, LAKE ROSSEAU
Nestled on the shores of Lake Rosseau, A wonderful opportunity to own a rare Lake Rosseau's Finest Private Island in the Venita Group of Islands. This
this extraordinary property invites you  piece of Muskoka's finest. Nestled on Island is protected on 3 sides w large open sunset views to the West.
to experience lakeside living at its finest. Acton Island and graced by the shimmering The island has multiple walking paths and entertainment areas complete
Nearly 4 acres of unparalleled beauty waters of Lake Muskoka, this stunning w rock outcropping points and sandy coves to swim in. Over 2,500' &
awaits, offering panoramic views and cottage offers an unparalleled blend of 7 acres w a wonderful mix of Muskoka Granite & mature Pine trees.
over 450 feet of pristine shoreline. natural beauty and timeless elegance. Picturesque & friendly w the bonus of some extra benefits for use.
Ben & Dan Imrie* 705.765.6565 Ben & Dan Imrie* 705.765.6565 Joe Quinn* 705-644-3015

$9,800,000
LEGACY LIVING ON LAKE MUSKOKA PRIVATE ISLAND LAKE JOSEPH'S "GOLDEN MILE"

Welcome to Bass Island, an extraordinary opportunity to own  This custom-built, yr-round cottage provides expansive island-
dotted sunset views. The Cottage features a main floor primary
suite, chef’s kitchen & 2 living areas with floor-to-ceiling windows
+ 3 king guest rooms upstairs all with ensuites. The property also

one of Muskoka's most iconic and expansive private islands.
Nestled in the heart of Muskoka Lakes, this rare jewel presents

the ultimate canvas for a legacy estate, thoughtfully laid out offers a 3-bay garage & exquisite landscaping. Granite steps lead
across three generous lots, with potential for two more. to a 2-slip boathouse overlooking the exceptionally beautiful
Ben Imrie & Dan Imrie* 705-765-6565 rocky shoreline. The Blair Group* 705.375.9191

Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Brokerage WWW.CHESTNUTPARK.COM

PORT CARLING 705.765.6878 HUNTSVILLE/ALMAGUIN 705.789.1001 GRAVENHURST 705.684.9087 FOOT’S BAY 705.375.9191 HALIBURTON

muskoka@chestnutpark.com homes@chestnutpark.com BAYSVILLE OFFICE 705.767.2121 footsbay@chestnutpark.com 705.754.0880

*SALES REPRESENTATIVE #**BROKER Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.
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Visit ChestnutPark.com for our complete Portfolio of Listings

$4 395,000

S MILE VIEW LAKE MUSKOKA SUNSETS
Fully renovated yr-round cottage w/big Lake Rosseau views. Centrally

located. 5+1 beds incl. main floor primary & 2-storey BH guest suite. ~ Set upon a breathtaking 1.85-acre parcel with 317 feet of
Extremely long list of upgrades including all-new HVAC, full security
system, property-wide speakers & lighting, inclinator, new docks with
extensio_n & Iifts,.gfarage & landscaping. Part.of qual Muskoka Island quintessential Muskoka living. BEN IMRIE* 705.706.2099
Association providing access to shared tennis & pickleball courts.

The Blair Group* 705.375.9191 DAN IMRIE* 705.644.2475

granite shoreline, this rare Lake Muskoka property offers the

$4,195,000 $3,249,000 $2,749,000
INCREDIBLE VALUE - HALF THE PRICE OF MAINLAND MEDA ISLAND - THE POINT MEDA ISLAND DEVELOPMENT
EQUIVALENT! An exceptional opportunity to own one of Nestled in the heart of Muskoka, a rare
Escape to timeless charm on Lake Joseph! This classic Muskoka cottage opportunity to acquire a fully developable
compound spans 3 private acres with 412 ft of pristine shoreline. Enjoy island package. Meda Islands Lots 2, 3
deep & shallow water, a sauna, hot tub and 4 stunning custom-built & 4 encompass 6 acres of lush, natural
structures. Minimal boat traffic, panoramic views and exceptional value landscape with an impressive 1,761 feet

- half the price of a mainland equivalent. An amazing opportunity to of pristine shoreline and just over 6 acres of - of pristine shoreline. Ben & Dan Imrie*
make your own Muskoka memories. Joe Quinn* 705.644.3015 total land. Ben & Dan Imrie* 705.765.6565  705.765.6565

Lake Muskoka's most unique island offerings
- welcome to Meda Island, comprised of three
separately deeded lots with over 2,100 feet

$3,400,000 $_3;095,000

$2,895,000
PICTURESQUE PRIVATE SUTHERLAND BAY VIEWS ACTON ISLAND VIEWS
ISLAND OASIS Set amid the natural beauty of Lake  \elcome to 1029 Ham Road - a rare offering on sought-after Acton

A private sanctuary on the shores of pristine
Soyers Lake. This rare offering, a one-of-a-
kind private island encompassing over 7 acres
of natural beauty, promises a lifestyle defined
by tranquility and breathtaking scenery.

Dan & Ben Imrie *705.765.6565 Ben & Dan Imrie *705.765.6565 Ben & Dan Imrie* 705.765.6565
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Muskoka, this year-round timeless
waterfront retreat is a rare offering

that blends classic cottage charm
with a breathtaking landscape. stunning frontage on Lake Muskoka.

Island, where timeless charm meets natural Muskoka beauty. This

cherished family retreat sits on over an acre of land with 175 feet of
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